



Dear Parents/Carers

Asalamu Alykum,
This booklet aims to provide information about the curriculum your daughter will be offered for the next two years at Afifah School. Whilst every girl must study a number of core subjects, there is still some room for choice and staff will be advising pupils on requirements for specific careers where necessary. 
The Key Stage 4 offer has been designed to prepare students to make the successful transition into Sixth Form, College, Work and Higher Education. There will be an opportunity for you to discuss your daughter’s progress at the Parents’ evening. At this meeting you will be able to speak to your daughter’s teachers about her current progress. I hope that you will be able to attend and I look forward to meeting you then. 






Yours sincerely,





Head Teacher					        Deputy Head Teacher
Abdul Huy Malek                                                                Tazeen Ahmed




INTRODUCTION 
In recent years GCSE specifications have been through a process of almost constant change. 
 In September 2015 “root and branch” reforms of GCSEs started. These changes were scheduled to be introduced in two stages; the first stage where there were changes to Mathematics and English (with examinations in these subjects being sat this summer). In September 2016, further new GCSEs were introduced in all remaining subjects, with these new qualifications changing both in content and their assessment. The results of the exams will not be given as grades ranging from A* - G, but as numbers ranging from 1-9, with 9 representing the highest standard. The changes in content are very significant and are explained best in the outlines of each subject contained within this booklet. It is however important to note that the consensus of those teaching them is that they are significantly harder than those sat under the “old system”.

At Afifah School we will continue to encourage and insist on hard work and high standards in everything that pupils do. At the end of the two years, students should be in a position to achieve grades 9 - 5 in their subjects at GCSE, depending upon their academic ability. We firmly believe that the quality of the grades achieved is more important than the quantity. The spirit of GCSE is to grade 9 -1, but employers and Higher Education institutions tend to regard grades at 4 or 5 as a pass. It is therefore better to pass six subjects at grades 5 or above than eight subjects at grades 5 or below. The more complex nature of the new GCSE courses has led us to offer some new courses which are the equivalent of GCSEs. These courses will be more suitable for students than the new GCSEs that have been introduced. These courses are explained in a section at the back of this booklet.










THE CURRICULUM IN YEARS 10 AND 11 
 
	Core Subjects
	Non-core subjects

	
English Language
English Literature
(Total of 2 GCSE)

	
History
Or
Computer Science

(Total of 1 GCSE)

	
Maths
(Total of 1 GCSE)
	
Quran

	
Combined Science
(Total of 2 GCSE)
	
P.E

	
Arabic
(Total of 1 GCSE)
	
Islamic Studies

	
ART
(Total of 1 GCSE)

	
Tarbiyah

	
Religious studies
(Total of 1 GCSE)
	


	
Psychology
(Total of 1 GCSE) 
	












Syllabus Title: ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Examination Board: AQA 
Syllabus Number: 8700 
Syllabus Title: ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Examination Board: AQA 
Syllabus Number: 8702

English Language and Literature English in Year 10 and 11 are taught as an integrated course of language and literature, leading to examination entry in both areas (i.e. two separate GCSE certificates). English is taught in mixed ability groups. These groups are set at the beginning of Year 10, but may be subject to change during the course. 
Over the two years, pupils will study a complete Shakespeare play, poetry, 19th/21st century and modern play. Literature texts are chosen from a set list, and teachers usually wait until they know who they will be teaching before making decisions about the texts they intend to teach. Where there are opportunities to see plays in performance, these are taken.
In order to succeed in both language and literature, students will need to show proficiency in all aspects of personal writing, develop sound comprehension skills and respond imaginatively and critically to aspects of Literature.Assessment 
· English Language Examination 
Two Papers are set: 
Paper 1: Comprehension (fiction) and Writing Task (extended writing task) 50%
Paper 2: Comprehension (non-fiction) and Writing Task (second extended writing task) 50%
· English Literature Examination 
Two papers are set: 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel 40% 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 60%










Homework 
Homework will be set on a regular basis and will have a greater focus on making sure that students are able to write clearly and accurately, in good Standard English. There will be increased emphasis on checking spelling, punctuation and grammar including the use of adventurous vocabulary. 
Speaking and Listening 
Speaking and listening will be assessed through endorsement, and a greater emphasis will be placed on teaching students to become more confident in formal speaking.





Syllabus Title: SCIENCE: BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS.
Examination Board: AQA 
Syllabus Number: 8464

The course consists of 6 teaching units, Biology Units 1 & 2, Chemistry Units 1 & 2 and Physics Units 1 & 2. These teaching units are then assessed at the end of year 11 and account for 100% of the overall GCSE Science grade. Pupils must also complete 16 required practicals which are assessed as part of the final exam. 
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.
Assessments
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.

















Syllabus Title: MATHEMATICS 
Exam Board: AQA 
Syllabus: 8300
Many careers stem from maths qualifications including: teaching, finance, banks and building societies, technical and scientific jobs, engineering, medicine, dentistry, and nursing.
All students in years 9, 10 and 11 study a maths course which leads to GCSE entry at one of two different levels – Foundation or Higher. At Foundation level content is included up to grade 5 and at Higher Level up to grade 9.
Assessment:
    Paper 1: non calculator:
      Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
      80 marks
      33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment

    Paper 2: calculator
    Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
      80 marks
      33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment

     Paper 3: calculator  
     Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
     80 marks
     33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment









Syllabus Title: ART
Exam Board: AQA
Syllabus: 4200
The AQA course allows students to build skills in media, allowing many to then follow higher level art courses and related career paths. Once again, questioning, thinking, analysing, creating, problem solving and self-expression are key elements of the learning process. 
The GCSE coursework period begins from year 10 and the examination period begins in the spring term of year 11 and students produce assessed work between this date and the 10 hour examination in the summer term. Throughout the course and particularly during the examination period, extension lessons are available to all students to come and receive guidance, support or just use the art room and art materials.
Assessment: 60% Coursework 40% Exam


















Syllabus Title: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Syllabus: 2RSO1

This specification allows pupils to focus 75% of teaching on their primary religion and 25% on one other religion from a choice of seven. This course offers a choice between Philosophy and Ethics or Textual Study (Mark’s Gospel or the Qur’an) in your primary religion. R.E brings to life the foundations of faith and practice.
Assessment:
Paper 1 – Study of Religion 
Choose 1 religion from Christianity, Catholic Christianity or Islam 
Content - Beliefs and teachings, Practices, Sources of Wisdom & Authority, and Forms of Expression and Ways of Life Assessment 1 hour 45 mins 50% 
Paper 2 - Study of Second Religion 
Choose from Christianity, Catholic Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism - must be different from primary religion and students cannot study Christianity and Catholic Christianity together 
Content - Beliefs and teachings, Practices Assessment 50 mins 25%
EITHER: 
Paper 3: Philosophy and Ethics 
• Same as primary religion 
• Content - Existence of God, Marriage and the family 
Assessment 50 mins 25% 
OR: 
Paper 4: Textual Study 
• Same as primary religion 
• Content – Choice of of St Mark’s Gospel or Qur’an 
Assessment 50 mins 25%


OPTION
Syllabus Title: HISTORY
Exam Board: AQA 
Syllabus: 8145
Students will study different aspects of the past, so they can engage with key issues such as conflict, understand what drives change and how the past influences the present. This new specification includes some exciting new topics for today’s world that will resonate with students, helping them gain new insights into the world around them. This course includes popular and well-established topics. Building on the skills and topics at Key Stage 3, this GCSE will equip students with essential skills and prepare them for further study.
The GCSE History content comprises the following elements:
One period study
One thematic study
One wider world depth study
One British depth study including the historic environment
This qualification is linear. GCSE History students must take assessments in the following papers at the end of year 11:
Assessment:
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 
· Conflict & Tension 1945-1972
· America 1920-1973 Opportunity & Inequality
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)
50% of GCSE.
Paper 2: Shaping the nation
· Health & the People
· Elizabeth England 1568-1603
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)
50% of GCSE.

OPTION
Syllabus Title: COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Exam Board: AQA 
Syllabus: 8520

[bookmark: _GoBack]Computer Science is a subjects that with an appropriate grade can be included for accreditation for the E-BAC qualification - the English Baccalaureate. It is a demanding subject requiring thought and commitment over the whole 2 years of the course. Prospective students will need to show an aptitude for programming through their progress during Year 9 Computer Science lessons and should have a genuine interest in the subject. The new syllabus puts a strong emphasis on the computer programming/concepts behind how computers and computer applications actually run in different environments e.g. gaming, databases and web sites. 
Assessment: 
Course Summary: Paper 1 – Computational thinking and problem solving
Computational thinking, problem solving, code tracing and applied computing as well as theoretical knowledge of: 1. Fundamentals of algorithms 2. Programming 3. Fundamentals of data representation 4. Computer systems. Written exam set in practically based scenarios: 1 hour 30 minutes 80 marks 40% of GCSE.

Course Summary: Paper 2 – Written assessment

Theoretical knowledge of: 1. Fundamentals of data representation 2. Computer systems 3. Fundamentals of computer networks 4. Fundamentals of cyber security 5. Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, including issues of privacy written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 80 marks 40% of GCSE.

Course Summary: Non-exam assessment
The non-exam assessment (NEA) assesses a student's ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve a practical programming problem. Report: totalling 20 hours of work 80 marks 20% of GCSE.



Syllabus Title: ARABIC 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL 
Syllabus: 2AR01
The Edexcel GCSE in Arabic consists of four units based on the following skills: speaking, listening, reading and writing. The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Spoken Language is formed of two of these units (speaking and listening) and the Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Written Language is formed of the other two units (reading and writing). 
All qualifications offer choice, flexibility and focus. Students may be entered for a short course at the end of Year 10.

Assessment:

	Unit title
	Content
	Percentage weighting

	Listening
	Understand and respond to the spoken language
	20%

	Speaking 
	Communicate in speech
	30%

	Reading 
	Understand and respond to written language
	20%

	Writing 
	Communicate in writing
	30%















Syllabus Title: Psychology
Exam board: AQA
Syllabus:8182

This engaging and effective qualification introduces students to the fundamentals of psychology, developing critical analysis, independent thinking and research skills.
The assessments use multiple choice, short answer and extended writing/essays to assess knowledge, understanding, application and evaluation skills.
Knowledge of research methods gained through classroom experience of practical psychology will be assessed using scenario-based questions.
Assessments
	What's assessed
· Memory
· Perception
· Development
· Research methods
Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study to show a deeper understanding of these topics.

	How it's assessed
· Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
· 100 marks
· 50% of GCSE

	Questions
· Section A: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)
· Section B: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)
· Section C: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)
· Section D: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)


	What's assessed
· Social influence
· Language, thought and communication
· Brain and neuropsychology
· Psychological problems
Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study to show a deeper understanding of these topics.

	How it's assessed
· Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
· 100 marks
· 50% of GCSE

	Questions
· Section A: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)
· Section B: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)
· Section C: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)
· Section D: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing (25 marks)
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