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In the week beginning 29th January 2018, it was English
Week. Our English Teachers set a task for the high
school students to work on. They were asked to follow
instructions on a power point presentation about
“School Under Siege” which consisted of different
writing tasks for them to do. It was a very fun activity
for the girls and they all enjoyed doing it.

On 1st March 2018, our whole school took
part in World Book Day. Our students came
into school dressed up as their favourite characters. It was lovely to see everybody’s creative outfits.

Our Year 10 and 11 students attended
a Careers Fair at the Event City which
was organised by Skills North West.
This gave the students the opportunity to find out the different career options and the routes to get there, with
opportunities to explore new ideas
and pathways to a brighter future.
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Our high school students participated in a funeral/burial workshop about the Islamic janaza rituals. The workshop was very informative and gave us an insight into what happens when a
Muslim passes away. We also learnt a bit about the history behind the way its preformed and
the different steps that are carried out when washing the body (Ghusl) such as the cloth used to
cover the body called the kafan and the role the families have in the washing of the deceased.
We also learnt about the Janaza prayer and what the soul and body endures when going
through death. Overall, the day was very informative and educational about how we as Muslims
carry out the burial of the deceased. The workshop was delivered by experienced professionals
from the Bolton Council of Mosques (BCOM).
Maryama Abdul Qadir

On Tuesday 13th February 2018, the Year 7 class went on
a trip to the Jewish Museum with Ms Firdous and Ms
Sara. They learnt about Jewish rituals and traditions. It
was a very educational trip and the girls had the chance
to explore the many similarities and differences that Judaism has with Islam.

The Year 9 students went to visit Manchester Cathedral as part of their
Religious Studies unit on Christianity. One of our students commented
that this trip helped her with her learning and it also made her realise
the beauty of Islam and how lucky we are to be Muslims, alhamdulillah. The students understood that we live in a country where all faiths
come together and respect one another.

Page 3

NEWSLETTER TERM 1 2017/ RABI AL-AKHAR 1439

Did you know that you can write your name in binary number using only 0 and 1? Key Stage 2 (Year 3-6) students
were able to practise this fun coding at Unplugged computer science lessons.
Primary students at Afifah were making bracelets as a binary representation of the letters of their first name. First
they made a list of all the letters of the alphabet in binary number, and then they picked one colour of bead
to represent 1 and another colour to represent 0. A third coloured bead was used as a space between the letters of their names.
If you want to know more about binary numbers and how important it is for computer science, feel free to
ask our KS2 children.

Year 5 and 6 making binary bracelets using glow in the dark beads.

Year 3 and 4 making binary bracelets.

During the Science Week, our high school girls visited the Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester. The girls
had the opportunity to tour the museum as well as participate in four workshops. Located at the venue was the first
ever passenger train service in the world. The girls were given a talk about the properties of steam and how it was
used to power the industrial revolution. They also had an opportunity to see the internal workings of a cotton mill.
Afterwards, the students ascended to the “Experiment Gallery” where they enjoyed a whole range of interactive scientific challenges.

After lunch, the girls were treated to another demonstration in the main building. This time the theme was “Human
versus Machines.” This talk highlighted Manchester’s contribution to the invention of the first computer. In fact, one
of earliest computer called “The Baby” was on display in the main hall.
Finally, there was a fun 15-minute presentation exploring Tim Peake's historic return to Earth in the Soyuz TMA19M descent module, which is currently on display. Afifah ‘s students were fortunate enough to a have once-in-alifetime opportunity to get a close look at this historic spacecraft, complete with scorch marks from its re-entry
through the atmosphere.

Mrs Sultana Ali

Steam engine demonstration

Future Afifah astronaut in a spacesuit ?

Cotton Mill demonstration

Human vs robots

Skeleton in a mirror

One of the very first computer
called The Baby

Soyuz TMA-19M descent module

For International Women’s Day, our guest speaker, Ms
Amina , came in and spoke to the students about women’s
rights. They were reminded about how Islam honoured
women and gave them rights centuries before the rest of
the world.

Number Crunching at Manchester University Maths Feast Wednesday 7th March 2018.
Maths was the dish of the day for two teams of Year 10 Afifah students, who entered the Maths Feast held
at The University of Manchester.
25 teams from across the North West took part in the annual competition testing mathematical, communication
and teamwork skills.
This competition was organised by the Further Mathematics Support Programme. The competition challenged
Afifah's Maths students in problem solving and supported their studies in GCSE Maths.
Taking place across several rounds, the students were challenged to put different skills and strategies into action
without the use of calculators, rulers and protractors. Each year the format of the competition changes slightly to
keep the competitors on their toes!
Afifah’s Maths Teacher, Ms Al-Ghaban said: “It was a very positive day and a great way to challenge the students
by teaching them to think outside the box… it was really nice for them to take their maths skills and put them
into the real world.”

Mrs Sultana Ali

On 22nd March 2018, Year 2, 3 and 4 students went
on a trip to Legoland and Sea Life Centre. They had
the chance to explore and build using lego as well as
having fun. The children were fascinated by the
different types of sea creatures they saw. It was a
very educational and enjoyable trip.

This term, members of FODIP came to Afifah School to discuss the
relationship between Palestine and Israel. Its remit was to host
and facilitate sensitively inter faith dialogue on the Israeli Palestinian conflict, within and between Jews, Christians, Muslims and
others in the UK, and to promote co-operation through dialogue.
They discussed how we can promote understanding, empathy
and respect between individuals and communities, valuing our
common humanity. Sister Sadia from FODIP organisation commented that “the girls were amazing ma sha Allah and she felt
really proud. “ They are true muslimahs ma sha Allah”.

On the 14th March 2018, we hosted the AMS (Association of Muslim Schools) North Hub’s Head Teachers’
Forum. This was an event that gave an opportunity for Head Teachers from various Islamic schools to come
together and discuss their experiences and challenges they face. It was also a good opportunity to network
with other schools.

At the beginning of this half-term, the Primary School had a mock inspection by an experienced head teacher of a
local Muslim Primary School. This mock inspection took place to help us improve the standard of education and
performance in our Primary School, in sha Allah. The inspector gave a report after doing the inspection and gave
recommendations on where and how to improve the school. This has been very helpful, alhamdulillah. We will try
to put the suggestions in place as soon as possible.

During this term we have held another Entrance Exam for our Year 7 class of September 2018. We hope that everybody has done well in their exams, in sha Allah.

On 15th March 2018, a Self-defence workshop was held for the
high school students in the main hall. The students acted out
different scenarios of what to do if they were attacked and the
different ways to protect themselves in these kind of situations.
It was a very educative and fun session. The session was delivered by Sister Asiya and her husband. They made it a very practical experience.

We would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves as the Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA). We plan to help the school with planning and organising activities and fundraising events. We
are looking for more parents to join us achieve our goals. If you are interested in this position, please
contact the school for more details.
Our PTA members are;


Ms Warka Alwandawi (Teacher)



Ms Farrah Hafezji (Teacher)



Ms Aisha Awan (Parent)

