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Assalamu alaykum Respected Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to the first newsletter of this academic year.
My team and I are constantly looking to consolidate the
progress Afifah School has made and also improving the
educational provision our students receive.
It has been a very busy start to the school year. There have
been important changes in safeguarding requirements and
curriculum.
The school was delighted with the exam results this summer.
We were thoroughly proud of our SATs and GCSE results.
Our Year 11 students secured some excellent results.
Parents may be aware of the changes to GCSE exams. In
2018, exams were dramatically different to previous years.
Both, in the level of challenge and in the structure of the
course. It was doubly pleasing, therefore, that we made such
significant improvements against the national and local
picture of schools doing less well this year than last.
There are many things about Afifah School which are
already good and these will, I hope, improve to ‘Outstanding’.
As a school, we rely on your support and we will be
encouraging you to continue to get involved in supporting
your child’s learning this year.
Together we can make 2018-19 another high achieving year,
In’Sha’Allah.
I hope you enjoy this term’s newsletter.

Abdul Huy Malek LLB (Hons)
Principal

This term’s events...
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Anti Bullying week
Monday 12th to Friday 16th November was the national week
for Anti Bullying week.
The students at Afifah took part in several activities involving
ways to promote Anti Bullying in a school. We also had a Coffee
morning session with the parents of Afifah on Wednesday 28th
November which focused on Anti Bullying and Mental Health
issues. We also provided parents with a ‘Prevent Bullying’ guide.

Safeguarding
On Monday 29th October, Afifah had an Inset training for
the staff based on the new changes taking place in the
Safeguarding requirements for schools.

Afifah Open Week
During Monday 5th November to Friday 9th
November, Afifah School had an Open week for
potential students and their parents.
This followed up with entrance tests for English
and Maths.

Roald Dahl Day
On Thursday 13th September, Afifah school
celebrated Roald Dahl Day across the primary
school.

This term’s events...
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Afifah Fun Day
On Sunday 14th October, Afifah School held
the Autumn fun day. We raised £2,000 to
build extra class rooms in our school.

Road Safety Week
During the week beginning 19th of October, Afifah school focused
on Road safety in their PSHE lesson and the type of road signs, the
dangers involving crossing the roads and the safety techniques.

English Week
During the week beginning 17th December,
English week took place across Primary and
High school.

Welcome to our new staff members this term:

(Year 1 Teacher)

Best wishes to our staff
members leaving this
term:

- Isatou Rashid

- Najet Mohsin

(Year 2 Teaching Assistant)

- Maryum Chowdhury

- Shahanara Begum

- Umm Colsuma
Chowdhury

- Siaqa Hussain

(Pre School Practitioner)

This term’s achievements...
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Charity Week
Afifah School took part in the National Charity week
from 22nd—28th October.

*Masha’Allah well
done to Fatima
Iqbal (Yr 5) who
raised the most at
Afifah School raised £300.

On 11th November, Afifah school celebrated Charity
Week by attending the Annual Charity Week dinner
at British Muslim Heritage Centre. All across Afifah
school, students took part in sponsored runs and food
sales.
Afifah School raised £1,356.30. Masha’Allah
Tabarak’Allah. May Allah swt reward them all!

Hour of Code
Students at Afifah took part in the international Hour of Code
during the week beginning 3rd of December.
This really encouraged our students to get involved in Computer
Science and Masha’Allah every student “aced” the coding games.

Roald Dahl Day
On Thursday 13th September, Afifah
school celebrated Roald Dahl Day
across the primary school.
The students learnt how to draw the
Roald Dahl characters and explored
the artistic ways. They also focused
on the display boards .
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This term’s achievements...

MP Kate Green’s visit
On Monday 19th October, MP Kate Green
paid a visit to Afifah School. She spent the
morning with high school students
discussing Women’s Rights (as 2018 is the
century of female suffrage). She discussed
the history of social equality of women and
our students gave a presentation on the
rights of women in Islam and the
importance of the position of women in
Islam. She also visited the Primary school
and explained politics and inequality in an
age appropriate way.

Scholastic Book Fair
Afifah School took part in the
annual book fair fundraising.

Macmillan Coffee
Morning
Afifah School took part in
Macmillan fundraising and
raised £283.63.
Year 1 created edible art
canvas cakes and raised
£85.55. Masha’Allah well
done!

Educational Progress
Year 3 and 4 made great progress
learning about the digestive system
in science and worked in groups to
create posters for the displays.
Well done!

Year 7 transition to High School
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Below are some comments from our new Year 7 students;

“The teachers explain the work very well
and it makes it easier to understand.”

“It’s been pretty good thanks to
the teachers helping me.”

“I like how this is a small
school , as we all interact
with each other well and I
love knowing everybody.”

“I wasn’t a confident person in
Primary school. However, my
confidence has grown a lot
since.”

Year 5 transition to Year 6 SATs
Afifah School’s Class of 2018 achieved:
-9 students were entered for the SATs.
-77% achieved a pass in the SATs.

“The SATs preparation is going on really
well. I find it very helpful and I like how
we are getting extra revision time”

-Our school average scaled score for English
Reading was 104.
-Our school average scaled score for English
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar was 106.
-Our school average scaled score for
Mathematics was 106

SATs intervention groups are taking place twice a
week this term. This session is held by the class
teacher and this allows the Year 6 students to
focus on SATs related questions and how to answer
them effectively.
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Year 11 transition to GCSEs
“I was very nervous and
“Going to Year 11 from Year 10 has been a huge transition.
I was very nervous, upset and stressed about the mocks and stressed about this year but
after receiving my mock exam
the upcoming summer exams. However, some teachers
support us extremely well and allow us to remain calm and results, I feel happy and now I
know what I need to do to
positive through this journey.”
improve my grades”
“Alhamdulilah I have improved my grades and
the levels have gone up. In’Sha’Allah I hope it
continues like this.”
With the new points structure in place, Afifah
School’s Class of 2018 achieved:
-100% in English and Maths 4+ (previous A*-C)
-57% in English and Maths 5+ (previous A*-C)
- 100% in any 5 GCSE subjects 5+ (previous A*-C)
- 100% of students achieved 4+ (previous A*-C) in English
Language, English Literature, Maths, Combined Science,
Religious Studies and Arabic/Urdu

GCSE and SATS Presentation Evening
On Thursday 13th December, Afifah
School invited the former students from
2017-2018 to acknowledge their
achievements for SATs and GCSEs.
Masha’Allah well done and All the best!

Trips this term...
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Whitworth Art Gallery
Year 9 and 11 students visited the Art gallery to gather inspiration for their upcoming topics.

Bolton Council of Mosques
High School students visited the Bolton Council of Mosques for a workshop on Islamic Burial .
“We were taught how to perform the ghusl of the deceased. We were shown many signs to
recognise to see if a person was passing away. Overall, we had a good time and greatly increased
our knowledge.”

Museum of Science and Industry
Year 2 students visited the Museum of Science and Industry.
They were taught about children who used to create cotton in the cotton mill.
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Trips this term...
Abdullah Quilliam Society
Year 8 and 10 students visited the
first mosque built in Great Britain.
The mosque is located in Liverpool
and was founded by a Victorian
English convert to Islam: Abdullah
Quilliam in 1887.

Eureka Museum
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 students visited the Eureka Museum.
They attended the ‘All about me’ gallery which focused on
human body.

Autumn walk in the park
The reception class children enjoyed a
morning walk to the local park. They
collected leaves, berries, twigs and
acorns and used these resources for
their art work.

Reminder for parents...
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PUNCTUALTY:
During the Autumn term, we had some pupils arriving late to
school. Please remember that the school day starts at 8.40am. It is
extremely important your child arrives 10 minutes prior to the
allocated time.
*Being 15 minutes late every morning for a week adds up to 1
hour and 15 minutes of school time lost. Over a half term, this
equates to 7 hours— which is longer than a school day!

ATTENDANCE:
Our attendance rate for the academic year 2017/18 was
92.3% . Overall, this was a slight improvement on our
historic attendance rate. However, to ensure we continue
to improve, please remember in order for pupils to access
the best possible opportunities in relation to their
education and life long learning, they must attend school
regularly.

HOMETIME ARRANGEMENT:
Pre School and Primary School
At 3pm, Primary School and Pre School students wait behind the school gates until their
parents arrive to collect them. Your child’s safety is paramount; please let us know if
someone else is collecting your child. Kindly collect your child on time to avoid causing
them any unnecessary distress. If you are late, it causes staff to be late. Please telephone
us immediately if you are going to be late collecting and we will inform your child and
arrange to supervise them until you arrive.
*Please note that we cannot supervise children beyond 3.30pm.

APPOINTMENTS:
If your child has a medical/dental appointment,
please remember they must come to school first
if at all possible. Kindly try to arrange any appointments out of
school hours. Pupils do not need to be absent from school all day for
an appointment which may only take half an hour.

Reminder for parents...
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TRAFFIC /
PICKING DROPPING OFF:
It is vital to consider other road users, pedestrians
and the safety of our students when driving and
parking around the school. Cross Street should not
to be used for student drop off/pick up. Please park
your car and then collect or drop off your child.
Parents are also reminded that speeding or
dangerous driving/parking put children at severe
risk. We have had a polite request from local
residents for parents to not block driveways or use
their private property as turning spaces.

FEES:
Please can you ensure the fees are paid on time as
the admin staff spend a disproportionate amount of
time chasing parents to pay the fees.
Jazaka’Allah Khairan to those who have paid their
fees already and are always on time.
K

LUNCH:
Kindly ensure that you provide nutritional and
healthy lunches to your children on a daily basis, if
you provide packed lunches. If ordering from
school, parents need to complete the half termly
school dinners’ form which are distributed to the
parents at the end of each half term.

FUNDRAISING
K

Afifah School are currently fundraising for extra classrooms and
Alhamdulillah we have raised £14,000 so far. We still have not reached
our target of £35,000 and would appreciate any contribution from
parents and guardians towards this worthy cause.

To donate:
Natwest Bank
Account Number: 21055955
Sort code: 01-01-97

Things to look forward to;


Parents Day for Primary and High School will be held in January 2019.



Subject weeks during Spring term;
- Maths Week— week beginning 4th February 2019.
- Science Week—week beginning 11th March 2019.



GCSE Preparation afternoon— A workshop and presentation for
parents/carers of Year 11 students — February 2019.



SATs Preparation afternoon— A workshop and presentation for
parents/carers of Year 6 students — February 2019.



Open Week for parents of prospective new students — March 2019.



Coffee Morning for parents/guardians — 20th March 2019.



Term and holiday dates are always available on the school website.



Spring half term holidays will begin from 15th February 2019.



Spring end of term holidays will begin from 5th April 2019.

Thank you for your support in our shared task of educating the students of
Afifah School. We look forward to meeting the challenges for the rest of the
year with a lot of Baraqah in learning.
Please do not hesitate to contact school if you wish to discuss anything.
Email: admin@afifahschool.co.uk

Phone no: 0161 872 1516

Mr A H Malek - Principal

We would like to wish everyone a

very relaxing holiday!
*Please remember that the school closes at 3pm on Friday 21st December 2018.
*Students return to school at 8:30am on Tuesday 8th January 2019.

