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Assalaamu aluykoom to the whole school community              

(including visitors), 

We had to close slightly earlier than expected in December 2021 due 

to staff and student absences, as a result of Covid19. Alhumdolillah, 

our worst fears were not realised, as we were able to reopen in      

January 2022.  

As you will see from this newsletter, it has been a very eventful 

term.  Students are now going on trips and attending events that add 

value to what they learn in school, our staff are consolidating and  

expanding their professional development and we are finalising     

student allocations for the forthcoming academic year. You will be 

pleased to be informed that most classes are full and some year 

groups have a waiting list.  This is achieved during the ‘cost of living’ 

crisis that has engulfed everyone.  In the circumstances, we have   

decided to raise funds during the blessed month of Ramadhan for 

Afifah School.   

I hope that everyone participates and contributes to this worthy 

cause.  

Whilst completing the annual DfE census recently, I myself was        

surprised to see how much we have grown over the last decade. We 

now have five times as many students and staff, as compared to 

2012.  This is undoubtedly a result of the hard work of our staff (past 

and present), the commitment of parents, students and trustees, the 

support of the wider community and the supplications of those who 

have any connection to Afifah School.  

With regards to the Pre-School extension, the local council have     

finalised their inspection and we await their feedback in a meeting 

we have requested.  Any remedial action that is required, will be           

actioned immediately.  

Kindly keep Afifah School in your supplications. 

Abdul Huy Malek LLB (Hons)  

Principal  
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National Story Telling Week  

World Book Day  

World Hijaab Day  
On Tuesday 1st February 2022, to empower themselves and each other, 

the primary and high school students celebrated World Hijab Day by 

wearing their colourful hijabs.  

“Given the current climate, World Hijab Day is even greater importance. We must 

stand up and clearly say that women have a right to choose what they want to 

wear-whenever, wherever, and however. World Hijab Day is an event that we should 

be proud of celebrating, not just for religious tolerance but for women’s rights around 

the world.”  

Tasmina Ahmed-Sheikh, SNP  - World Hijab Day Organisation  

 
From the 29th January to 5th February, Afifah School took part in National 

Story Telling week.  

Our students drew pictures and made posters to tell their favourite stories. 

From J.K Rowling, Michael Morpurgo, Roald Dahl, the children depicted 

their favourite authors, characters and the stories they’ve told.  

At a glance, anyone would be able to tell what their      

favourite book is and what it was all about. 

“Storytelling can be found enriching lives everywhere. The sharing between 

teller and listener empowers, feeding the imagination from one generation 

to the next.” 

- Society for Storytelling.  

The goal of the World Book Day Organisation is to have children (and adults!) 

spend at least 10 minutes in their day reading.  

As World Book Day founder, Baroness Gail Rebuck, recalls “We wanted to do 

something to reposition reading and our message is the same today as it was 

then – that reading is fun, relevant, accessible, exciting, and has the power to 

        transform lives.”  

To mark the 25th Year of World Book Day, our students came to school 

on the 3rd March dressed as their favourite book characters and 

shared their favourite books.  

Year 8  

Year 1 



Fun, entertaining, informative and inspirational, New Scientist Live 

was a fantastic opportunity for all the students includ-

ing Malaiykah of Year 8 who scored the highest reaction time 

(across all schools who attended) in an experiment conducted by              

organizers. Well done Malaiykah!”                              

Afifah students from years 8,9 and 10 attended the New Scientist Live exhibition in March2022.                        

New Scientist Live was a mind-blowing festival of ideas and discoveries for 

everyone curious about science &  why it matters.  

“He is the One Who made the sun a radiant source and the moon a reflected light, with 

precisely ordained phases, so that you may know the number of years and calculation 

˹of time˺. Allah did not create all this except for a purpose. He makes the signs clear for 

people of knowledge.” Surah Yunus 10:5  

Science Week! 
Primary School  High School  

Animal Visit  New Scientist Live  

Volcano Eruptions  Poster Competition  

Slime making  Slime/Ooblek experiment  

Healthy Lifestyle  Who wants to be a millionaire quiz  

Grow a bean in a bag Science documentary  

MA - Year 4 

FM 

Vicky from Animal Magic Parties came to see the Primary school children  with her party of      

animals. With snakes, lizards, chameleons, skunks and an owl, our primary students learnt about 

different temperaments of animals, their habitats and how they interact with humans! 



Tuck Days  

Gaza Winter Walk  

The Beloved Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصsaid:  

“The upper hand is better than the lower hand.”(Sahih al-Bukhari) 

“The upper hand is that of the giver and the lower (hand) is that of the recipient.”  

“It was my first time attending the Gaza Winter Walk but I loved every moment of it. 

The atmosphere was very wholesome and welcoming. Despite the rainy weather and 

drenched clothing, we put ourselves in the shoes of those in Gaza who do experience 

bad weather and unknown threats on a daily basis.  

They go through hardship still whilst repeating the Shahadah in their hearts & their 

Imaan stronger than the mountains. We had the honour to raise charity in order to 

help them and may our efforts and theirs be accepted. Ameen.”  

- Miss Ruhma (Primary Quraan Teacher) 

On Saturday 12th February, students across Afifah 

School joined Muslim Hands for their annual Gaza 

Winter Walk. Despite the heavy rain and wind, our 

students went out of their way and raised approx 

£3500!  

“Alhamdulillah, we made over £600 between us (Year 1 &2) and any-

thing that was sold the next day. We feel if the teachers didn't spend 

money and the children didn't bring  in their generous donations, we 

wouldn't have made it what we did.  

JazakAllah to all the parents, staff and children for helping us raise 

the amount that we did. “ 

- Ms Shariffa (Year 2 Teacher) 

During February, Primary and High School students came together to 

raise money for the school and had their individual Tuck Days. Stu-

dents and Teachers brought in food, snacks and drinks to sell during 

their lunch hours.  

Alhamdulillah altogether we raised £3389.69! 

“To the run up to the tuck day, we asked children to bring in donations of 

food, we spoke to lunchtime organisers if they could contribute to the 

food sale and teachers brought in food as well. “ -  



Football Matches  

Cheadle Mosque  

99 Names of Allah SWT 

This year, the school participated in a fundraiser for Cheadle Mosque 

(CMA). The students painted the 99 Names of Allah onto                

canvases and sold them themselves to raise as much money as 

they could for the rebuilding of the Mosque.  

The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصsaid,  

“Whoever builds a masjid for the sake of Allah Almighty, like a sparrow's nest or even 

smaller, Allah Almighty will build for him a house in Paradise.”(Sunan Ibn majah) 

KK -  Y8 

AA - Y7 HK -  Y7 
ES -  Y7 

RA - Y7 

FM 

This spring, Afifah High School students put themselves to the test by taking 

part in a series of football matches with Manchester Islamic Grammar 

School for Girls.  

On the 25th January, with some starting pressure our Year 8s &                  

unfortunately had a defeat of 2-0.  

With hard work and the drive to win, on the 17th February, our Year 11    

students came out victorious winning 2-0! 

To end the Spring term, on the 29th March, the Year 7s had their own 

match and drew 1-1! 

The rematching games will be played after Ramadhan InshaAllah 

Well Done Girls! 



Trips  

Hindu Temple  

Ghusl of the Deceased Training  

“Going to a Hindu temple was an amazing experience as we 

could actually see how Hindus worship. I personally think that 

things like this are very important because it gives students a 

chance to hear the point of view of the Hindu themselves - 

(positively contributing to our learning)  

It was an exciting opportunity. A special thanks to Ms Farah 

and all those who contributed in setting up the trip.” 

- RA Year 7 

As part of their learning about Hinduism, the Year 7s had an RE trip to the Gita Bhavan Hindu 

Temple in Whalley Range to experience first hand their learning.  

“As part of the Religious Studies and Islamic Studies curriculum we had the pleasure of Doctor 

Shameela Islam Zulfiqar delivering the Ghusl and Kafn workshop to our Y9 & Y10 pupils at Masjid 

–e-Noor. A very informative and hands on training which the girls thoroughly enjoyed.”  

- Ms Farah (RS&IS Teacher) 

My Experience. 

“I had the opportunity to take part in the ghusl and wrapping of the Muslim women's body. I was 

delighted to have the opportunity to be used as a dummy and was wrapped in five different 

wraps! It was a like an epochal event. Before I went up and I was rethinking  if I should do this but 

with the support of my friends, my confidence was boosted. While being wrapped I felt nervous 

but lucky to know how us Muslim women are wrapped at death. After I had finished, I felt like this 

was an opportunity and something Allah wanted me to do—to bring me closer to my religion 

and take the topic more serious. It was a time full of mixed emotions!”  

- HI Year 10  



Manchester United  
As part of their PE curriculum, our Year 5 & 6 students have been focusing on football. On the 

24th March, as a treat for their work, they had a trip to the Manchester United stadium. They had 

a tour of the stadium, walked down the tunnel, looked around the players rooms & even tried on 

players shirts! 

As part of their learning about Habitats, the Year 1, 2, 3 & 4 students went to the Blue Planet          

Aquarium on the 25th March. With a huge tank and walk through tunnel, the students learnt all 

about the different environments animals live in.  

They also attended workshops that taught them about pelicans, different habitats and the coral 

reef & how to help preserve it. They also watched divers feed fish, sand tigers and sting rays!  

 

Blue Planet Aquarium  

FM 

MM - Year 3 



Parents Evening  

Guest Speakers 

On the 13th and 14th January, Primary and High School parents attend-

ed Parents Evening to discuss their children's progress and attainment 

with their class and subject teachers.  

All parents were given the Autumn reports to understand what targets 

have been reached and what work will be done to achieve further in the 

Spring and Summer terms Insha'Allah.   

Parents evening this term was held in limelight and with the support of all 

of our hardworking staff and prefects, both evenings were a success.  

“In February, an ex-student called Doua came in and talked about her 

life as an Afifah student and how college life is. She spoke about the 

struggles of growing up and how challenging university is. I found this very  

inspiring and we all benefitted from it.”  

- RJ Year 10 

As our Year 10 and Year 11 students make their way through their final years, prepare for their 

GCSEs and start applying for colleges, Afifah School invited two guest speakers to come and 

speak to our students to help them understand what was to come in the next few years. The    

students were told about what their lives would look like if they chose to go to college and          

university.  

Doua Gammudi, an Afifah School alumni, came in to speak to the students about her life from 

Afifah, through college and as a university student and finally qualifying as a Dentist.  

On the 16th February, Dr Jose Puello from the University of Manchester came into school to 

speak to the Year 10 and 11 Girls about the application processes for college and university. He 

spoke to them about  careers in Biology, Medicine and Health Care.  

Year 11 Prefects  

“Dr Jose came to Afifah School, to speak to us (Year 10 and 11) about 

the sciences and how to go about going to medical school. He spoke 

about Manchester University and Health & Social care. He spoke of the 

relevant courses available and the general requirements to partake in 

the courses there. He also spoke about his own course planning and his 

own journey.” 

- AS Year 11 



GCSE/SATs Evening  

Year 11 Mocks  

Throughout March, the parents of our Year 10+11 GCSE 

and Year 2+6 (SATs) parents attended workshops to under-

stand what would take place during their children's exami-

nations.  

 

Parents were given a guide to GCSE and SATs  exams 

and given tips to help their child during this major part 

of their education.  

On the week commencing 22nd March, Year 11 students had their second set of GCSE Mock examinations. The 

students have worked hard to try their best to gain good exam results, so that they have an idea about what they 

can expect in May InshaAllah. They will revise their papers so that they know what to improve and work on in time 

for their real exams.  

May Allah SWT make their exams easy for them and make them a means of success for us. Aameen.  

April 2022 - Preparation for Ramadhan  

Ms Firdous Chaudhry - Islamic Co-ordinator 

 

ْنِزَل فِيِه اْلُقْرآُن ُهًدى لِلنَّاسِ َوبَي َِناتٍ ِمَن اْلُهَدٰى 
ُ
َشْهُر َرَمَضاَن الَِّذي أ

  َواْلُفْرَقانِ 

The month of Ramadan is that in which the Quran was revealed, as guidance to mankind and with clear 

proofs of the guidance and the Criterion 

(Sūratul Baqarah, No. 2, Āyat 185)   

As the blessed month of Ramadaan is approaching, we should try to make a conscious effort to make it 

the month of the Quran.  

The Quran was revealed during the night of Laylatul Qadar, “Indeed, We revealed [the Quran] during 

the Night of Decree’’ (Quraan). More than the other 11 months of the calendar, we should try to read 

the Quran.  

Everyone is on their own journey, at their own pace, so focus on what you have to do as an individual 

and what can help you gain better spirituality and ease.   

FM 



Maths Feast  

Primary School Rewards Afternoon 

On the 7th April 2022, Primary School students who were well behaved were 

given an afternoon treat day.  

“At the end of the Spring term, 10 children from each class in the     

Primary School were given an afternoon of treats to commend 

their exceptional behaviour. The children were allowed to bring in 

toys from home, play board games, play dough and were given 

arts and crafts to do as part of their treat. 

  A special well done to our Primary School 

students! 

  Insha'Allah we hope to see many more of 

  our students having a behaviour treat!” 

   - Ms Shariffa    

   Primary Pastoral Co-ordinator 

On the10th March 2022, students from Year 10 were given the opportunity to   

attend this years Maths Feast at the University of Manchester.  

“Maths Feast is a fun educational challenge for Year 10 students which tests 

problem-solving and teamwork skills. Teams of four students will test their maths 

skills with our all-you-can-eat feast of problems! 

There are several rounds requiring different skills and strategies for success. 

Each event takes between two and three hours, and awards will be given for 

good teamwork and for the winning team of each round.”  

   -University of Manchester 

“To go to the Maths Feast was an amazing experience. We really enjoyed the 

entire day, doing maths problems and working together outside of school 

(knowing we were doing this for fun!) 

We were in groups of four, working individually & together and solved maths 

problems under timed conditions, competing against other schools. I would 

definitely recommend Maths Feast to other Year 10 groups!” 

SC - Year 10 



A warm welcome to: 

 Welcome back to Habiba Baig -  Primary ICT/Primary PE  

 Ayesha Zaheer -  KS3 Maths  

 Sufiyah Khapi -  Primary School Islamic Studies  

 Manju Sekar - Pre-School Practitioner 

Best wishes to our staff leaving this term: 

 Qurat ul Ain Sheikh -  High School Maths  

 Aneesa Mahmood -  Pre-School practitioner 

 Ammna Khaliq -  Year 3 class  

 Nouria Elbey - Maths Teaching Assistant (maternity) 

May Allah SWT make them successful in all of their future endeavours.  

Lates/Attendance  

The Beloved Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصsaid:  

“The most beloved of Allah’s servants to Him are those with the best manners.” -   

At-Tabarani 

Being punctual means keeping your promises -  so be early and show your good manners! 

*School starts at 8:40*  

Students: 

 Learn a life skill -  organisation! The early bird catches the worm! 

 Don’t forget to put your alarm on 

 Pack your bag the night before  

 If you are coming by public transport, give yourself enough time to get here 

Parents: 

 The minutes add up! 90% attendance means that your child is missing half a day of lessons 

every week! In a single year this would mean your child has missed four whole weeks. Over 5 

years it means that your child has missed half a school year or one and a half terms! 

 Set your alarms - you are teaching your children valuable life skills.  

 Please note: Fines will be given to late attendees.  



FM FM 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you wish to discuss anything.  

Website: www.afifahschool.co.uk 

Email: admin@afifahschool.co.uk     Phone no: 0161 872 1516     Principal:  Mr A H Malek   

For any difficulty: no matter how big or small - 

 اللُهمَّ ال َسْهَل إال َما َجَعلَتُه َسْهال َو أنَت تَْجَعُل الحْزَن إذا ِشْئَت َسْهال 

“Oh Allah! Nothing is easy except what you have made easy. If you wish, you 

can make the difficult easy.” (Abu Dawood 5095) 

“Success is achieved and maintained by those who try and keep trying.” 

“With this term coming to an end, Good luck to our Year 2, 6 and 11 students who are preparing 

for their SATs and GCSE examinations. Without the invaluable support from our parents &     

teachers, the preparation would not have been possible.  

JazakAllah Khair to our parents and teachers for their continuous support and working closely - 

creating a positive two way relationship and maximising learning opportunities.  

May Allah SWT make our students successful & reward in abundance our parents & teachers in 

both the worlds. Aameen.” 

- Ms Tazeen Ahamed - Deputy Head Teacher  


