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INTRODUCTION 
 
At Afifah School we aim to: 
 
We aim in delivering a curriculum that produces confident and competent individuals who have a 
strong sense of their Islamic identity, beliefs and practices and can apply these characteristics to 
the contemporary world and make a positive contribution to the society that they live, study and 
work in.   
Within the curriculum, this is seen not only in the close working relationship between staff and 
pupil, but also within the positive relationships encouraged in the classroom between pupils. Part 
of developing our own Islamic characteristics of generosity, piety, patience and self-control includes 
our provision for enhancing understanding of fundamental British values, including democracy, rule 
of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs. This is woven not only into the teaching of the whole curriculum but also specifically 
addressed in PSHE, Assemblies, Tarbiyah lessons and Form time. 
  
This is central to the conduct of our teaching and learning and is the guiding principle behind the 
PSHE programme used at Afifah (PSHE association program KS1-KS4) to help support the pupils 
with their spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development and prepare them for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life. In addition to this, we have cross curricular 
events, educational trips and subject weeks. Opportunities to develop social responsibility are 
built into the timetable through tutor time meetings and through the organisation of different 
teaching opportunities.  
 
 
Each subject area follows a sequence of learning. This is based on how skills are further developed 
and embedded with each subject specialism and what skills need to be developed to be able to 
learn the next ones.  
This does not mean each subject is a standalone area, this just indicates how each subject enables 
a whole student thinking and learning.  
  
Within the curriculum, independence is encouraged not only through lesson activities and the 
demands of prep but also through marking and feedback, as pupils are given the opportunity to 
reflect with pride on their successes and to take responsibility for their own progress - this time is 
referred to as ‘Do It Now Time’ (DIRT). Use of the library and ICT facilities are important in 
allowing pupils opportunities to research and extend their knowledge outside the classroom.  
  
At Afifah, we define excellence as the development of pupil potential. Thus, our curriculum 
facilitates the attainment of high standards in relation to the age, ability and needs of our pupil. 
Academic confidence begins with an excitement about learning both inside and outside the 
classroom. Pupils are encouraged to explore links between their classwork and the wider world 
through a wide variety of trips, visits and cross curricular events. 
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THE SCHOOL LEADERS AND TEACHING STAFF OF AFIFAH SCHOOL WILL AIM: 
 
 
 To provide a broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated curriculum. 

 To provide a curriculum that is underpinned by Islamic and British values  

 To provide appropriate learning opportunities to include all pupils/students. 

 To promote partnership between pupil/student, parent/carer, teacher and 
community. 

 To ensure continuity and progression within the school and between phases of 
education. 

 To foster teaching styles which will offer and encourage a variety of relevant 
learning opportunities. 

 To encourage a respect for the school and its environment so that learning is a 
positive and pleasurable experience for all. 

 To continuously improve the curriculum we offer, in light of feedback from 
teachers, students, parents/carers, trustees and governors. 

 To help pupils/students develop lively, enquiring minds, an ability to question 
and debate rationally and an ability to apply themselves to tasks and physical 
skills.  

 
THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM   KS1 – KS4 
 
The following subjects are taught at the school: 
 
PRIMARY  

 

SUBJECT Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3&4 Yr 5&6 

Literacy 315 375 300 395 

Numeracy 300 300 325 345 

Science 120 125 120 75 

ICT 70 70 55 65 

Humanities 70 55 65 27.5 

Quran 170 140 150 120 

Arabic 70 65 100 120 

Islamic Studies 45 55 65 55 

R.S 27.5 22.5 22.5 32.5 

PSHE 27.5 22.5 22.5 32.5 

P.E 55 55 55 55 

Art 30 30 65 27.5 

Guided Reading (Reg) 60 60 80 80 

Phonics 45 30 0 0 

 

 Out of class TA intervention sessions takes place every morning to support the 
pupils in English and Maths. Interventions are evaluated each term to monitor 
their effectiveness. 
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HIGH SCHOOL  
 

There are six lessons per day (30 per week).  Each lesson is 50 mins long. 
 

SUBJECT Yr 7 Yr 8 Yr 9 Yr 10 Yr 11 

English Language & Literature 5 5 5 5 5 

Mathematics 5 5 5 5 5 

Science 4 4 4 5 5 

Quran 2 2 1 1 1 

Arabic 2 2 2 2 (Option) 1 (Option) 

Urdu 0 0 0 2 (Option) 1 (Option) 

Islamic Studies 1 1 1 1 1 

Citizenship 1 1 2 2 2 

Religious Studies 2 2 2 2 2 

Physical Education 1 1 1 1 1 

Art 2 2 2 2 2 

Computer Science 2 2 2 3 (Option) 3 (Option) 

History 2 2 2 3 (Option) 3 (Option) 

Tarbiyah 1 1 1 1 1 

 TOTAL 30 30 30 30 30 

 

 Option in GCSEs: History or Computer Science and Urdu or Arabic. 

 Students take GCSE Arabic/Urdu in Yr 10. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage/ Key stage 1  
The Early Years foundation stage (EYFS) curriculum inspires children, provides 
development and learning opportunities, ensures learning takes place, develops key 
relationships and makes sure children feel secure in line with EYFS documentation. 
There are seven areas of the EYFS curriculum divided into three prime areas; 
(Communication and Language, Personal, Social Emotional Development (PSED) and 
Physical Development) and four specific areas (Numeracy, Literacy, Expressive Arts 
and Design and Understanding the World). Along with these seven areas – ‘Phonics’ 
and ‘Guided reading’ are part of the EYFS curriculum. We recognise that young 
children are active learners and they learn through their senses. Through 
exploration, investigation, experimentation, listening & watching as well as through 
play. It is important that our pupils have opportunities to interpret their 
environment, learn to make choices for themselves and grow in confidence 
understanding their value in our school community. 
Within our continuous child initiated and child and teacher led provision, we provide 
play-based learning opportunities aimed to fascinate, inspire, motivate and engage 
children.  This also allows us to work towards building and developing relationships 
and enables us to assess their individual learning styles to prepare children for 
lifelong learning.   
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Within Key Stage 1, there is an emphasis on the core subjects of Literacy and 
Numeracy. It is taught both discretely and through a cross curricular approach. Pupils 
at the end of Key Stage 1 will take part in SATs. 
 
Key Stage 2 
The curriculum at KS2 develops independence; builds on prior learning to ensure a 
firm foundation from which to progress and supports pupils to discover their own 
identity; to find their voice, make it heard and be understood, continuing our 
emphasis on developing communication, personal and social skills. The needs of 
each pupil are taken into consideration when planning exciting learning 
opportunities. Through the use of appropriate and varied resources, we aim to 
encourage our pupils to be independent learners, using a small steps approach to 
build on prior learning.  
Our core subjects are taught across the week through discrete sessions tailored to 
individual needs and interests.  Foundation subjects of history, geography, arts, 
science, computer science, Arabic, Islamic Studies, Religious Studies, Quran and 
Physical Education (PE) are also covered throughout the academic year.  Topics may 
be based on National Curriculum programmes of study, current events or pupil 
motivation with core texts being utilised each half term. The foundation subjects 
enrich the curriculum and offer opportunities for pupils to acquire knowledge and 
provide a context for learning. This allows us to provide a creative curriculum 
responsive to individual needs in a stimulating and accessible environment. Pupils at 
the end of KS2 will take part in SATs. 
 
 
Key Stage 3 
At Key Stage 3, pupils enter as children in year 7 and leave in year 9 as young adults. 
The curriculum at KS3 builds on prior learning so that pupils reach their optimum 
potential in core subjects; supports pupils to make decisions and build confidence by 
accessing and evaluating a wide range of learning opportunities and further develops 
independence and problem-solving skills.  All pupils access core National Curriculum 
subjects of Maths, English and Science through discrete sessions tailored to 
individual needs and interests. Some pupils that are excelling in Maths, English or 
Science can access lessons taught in KS4 to further develop their skills and 
knowledge. Non-core subjects (Art, Arabic, History, Citizenship, Tarbiyah/Nurturing, 
Islamic Studies, Computer Science, P.E, Quran and Religious Studies) are also offered.  
 
 
Key Stage 4  
Key Stage 4 has a functional curriculum that supports students to utilise the skills 
that they have acquired as they have progressed through the school and apply them 
in practical, real life situations. All students have a core curriculum that includes 
Maths; English; Science. Students receive appropriate support to make their 
decisions, but with the help of person-centred processes the ultimate decision is left 
to the student wherever possible. All subjects are based on either the AQA or 
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Edexcel suite of qualifications. Pupils may also undertake work related learning and 
where appropriate work experience placements. Nearly all pupils will take eight 
GCSE subjects at the end of KS4. 
 
 
SEND 
At Afifah School, we are committed to giving all our children every opportunity to 
achieve their best. We believe that no child should be left behind, and inclusion is 
the responsibility of everyone within our school. We respect the unique contribution 
which every individual can make to our school community. 
All our students have full access to the curriculum. Students with SEN or EAL are 
assessed as they enter the school, so the right provision can be put in place for them. 
A small number of pupils who will struggle to access the full curriculum successfully 
may follow a reduced programme which is determined in consultation with their 
families. Close monitoring of the progress of such pupils can allow for adjustment at 
any point during an academic year. Should any pupils have an EHCP, their needs are 
suitably accommodated.   
 
THE SCHOOL SHOULD: 
 
 Cater for the needs of individual student of both sexes from all ethnic and 

social groups, including the ablest and those who are experiencing learning 
difficulties. 

 Facilitate student’s acquisition of knowledge, skills and qualities which will help 
them to develop intellectually, emotionally, socially, physically, morally, 
aesthetically and creatively, so that they may become independent, responsible, 
confident and considerate members of the community. 

 Provide an appropriate curricular balance amongst the competing and 
sometimes conflicting aims of education. 

 

STUDENTS SHOULD: 
 
 Learn to be adaptable, how to solve problems in a variety of situations, how to 

work independently and as members of a team. 

 Be developing the ability to make reasoned judgments and choices, based on 
interpretation and evaluation of relevant information from a variety of sources. 

 Begin acquiring a set of moral values, e.g.  honesty, sincerity, personal 
responsibility; on which to base their own behaviour. 

 Be developing non-sexist and non-racist attitudes. 

 Be able to make use of the cross-curricular opportunities given, whenever 
possible, to enhance their knowledge and understanding. 

 Be able to listen and read for a variety of purposes and be able to convey their 
meaning accurately and appropriately through speech and writing for a variety of 
purposes. 
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 To be able to acquire the areas of linguistic - four dimensions of language, 
listening, reading, speaking and writing. 

 Be developing an enquiring mind and scientific approach to problems. 

 Be capable of communicating their knowledge and feelings through various art 
forms including art/craft, nasheeds, drama and will also be acquiring appropriate 
techniques which will enable them to develop their inventiveness and creativity. 

 Have some knowledge and understanding of racial tolerance and respect for 
religious differences. 

 Be developing agility, physical co-ordination and confidence in and through 
movement. 

 Know how to apply citizenship principles and practices, in relation to matters 
which are local, national and global. 

 Know how to show an appreciation and respect for their own culture and the 
arts, and the culture and arts of other communities. 
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REMOTE LEARNING 
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic of 2020, KS1-KS4 students were learning online as 
advised by the government. Google classroom was the main platform for learning 
and a form of communication with students, parents, and staff.  
 
Teachers were expected to follow their usual long-term plans with amendments to 
suit their needs for remote learning. A timetable was designed for teachers and 
students to follow so that all subjects were able to be taught within the school’s time 
frame. Teachers were told to record some lessons which were then observed by SMT 
for their usual observations that take place in school. This was done to ensure that 
students are being taught with high standards during remote learning. Teachers are 
able to use google classroom for assessments and feedback as well as teaching. 
Parents worked with staff to ensure that all students had access to stationery, 
computer, microphone and camera in order for high quality learning to take place. 
Teachers are expected to use their own initiative and use various techniques of 
remote learning to engage students and to continue to progress them in their 
learning. A training session was conducted between SMT and teachers involved 
sharing good practice and online tools to help with remote learning. The school 
provided students with books and papers for those that needed it during remote 
learning.  
 
Students were expected to be on time for remote learning, dress appropriately, have 
microphone, camera, and stationery ready for learning. Students were still expected 
to greet each other the same way as they would face to face and start and end 
lessons with dua’s. Students were required to follow the usual behaviour framework 
during remote learning. For example, if homework was given then students are 
required to complete homework within the time limit teacher has set. If not done 
correctly or refused to be done then their good behaviour points will be removed 
from their accounts. If students behave and follow instructions, then the points will 
increase.  
 
A covid-19 contingency plan was created by SMT which outlined the changes that 
were to take place once students return to school, and what the school would do if it 
had to shut down again due to local or national outbreak.  
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Intent, Implementation and Impact 

 

Intent 

At Afifah School our vision is to create a school that develops every student’s mind, 

body and soul. We want to help each child become a confident, competent young 

person who has a strong sense of their global Islamic identity, beliefs and can apply 

these. We want all our children to have a passion for learning and achieving. We want 

our children to make a positive contribution to the society that they live, study and 

work in.   

We will do this by supporting, guiding and inspiring our children through excellent 

teaching practices. By working with our families, we will create an aspirational school 

community in which everyone is valued, and successes are celebrated.  

  

Staff at Afifah have high expectations of themselves and all children. Teachers are 

expected to impart knowledge accurately and with enthusiasm which generates high 

levels of commitment from children. We expect children to reach and exceed their 

potential in lessons. We expect teachers to support children in developing 

independence by systematically checking understanding, intervening in a timely 

manner when needed.  Children need to be challenged through regular high quality 

and constructive feedback. 

 

 

Implementation  

At Afifah School we expect all children to reach or exceed national expectations. 

High expectations of progress apply equally to pupils’ working above, at, or below 

age-related expectations, including those who have been identified as having special 

educational needs.  

There is an expectation of participation, fulfilment and success; and teaching and 

learning is characterised by ambitious objectives, challenging personal targets, rapid 

intervention to keep pupils on trajectory and rigorous assessment to check and 

maintain pupil progress.  

There are clear plans to support those who are struggling to maintain the expected 

level. The teacher’s priority is to support all pupils’ at Afifah School so that they can 

keep up with the pace of learning and make good rates of progress.  At Afifah School 

all staff expect everyone to succeed by offering higher levels of support or extra 

challenge for those who need it, so that all pupils can access the learning at the 

expected year group standard.  

At Afifah School we recognise that people learn in different ways and we 

acknowledge the need to develop pedagogies which enable all children to learn in 

ways which suit them.  
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We offer ways for children to learn in different ways including: investigation and 

problem solving; open ended tasks; reasoning; research and finding out, with 

independent access to a range of resources; group work, paired work and independent 

work; effective questioning; presentation; use of ICT; visitors and educational visits; 

creative activities, designing and making; use of multimedia, visual or aural stimulus; 

participation in physical or athletic activity; homework; extra-curricular clubs and 

activities. 

 

We are committed to the broadest educational offering, and that means looking 

beyond the National Curriculum. A very successful enrichment programme that draws 

upon a wide range of adult skills is offered through school trips, visiting specialists 

and themed days and weeks. The programme is planned throughout the year.   

We believe that parents have a vital role in helping their child to learn. We do all that 

we can to inform parents about the progress of their child by:  Sending home a termly 

newsletter, holding regular Parent’s Evenings; Holding parent workshops where we 

explain assessment procedures and teaching and learning strategies. 

 

 

Impact  

The impact of our curriculum will not only be measured by assessment procedures 

which allow us to measure outcomes against all schools nationally:  

 EYFS % of pupils achieving a ‘Good level of development’ (GLD)  

 Phonics Screening Test at the end of Year 1  

 End of KS1 % of children working towards or at the expected standard and at 

Greater depth in reading, writing and maths  

 End of KS2 % of children working towards or at the expected standard and at 

Greater depth in reading, writing and maths 

 End of KS4 GCSE results % of girls achieving 5 or more GCSEs 

But, will in fact be measured by how effectively it helps our pupils develop into well 

rounded individuals who embody our values and carry with them the knowledge, 

skills and attitudes which will make them lifelong learners and valuable future 

citizens.  

  

 

 


