
 

  

  

Afifah School 

NEWSLETTER 
2020/2021 Summer/Autumn Edition August/December 2020 

Assalamu Alaykum Respected Parents/Guardians,  

It is indeed a blessing of Allah (swt) that schools were able to reopen from September 2020, 

albeit in very different circumstances to what our students, teachers and parents were used to 

previously. These unprecedented times have been very challenging. However, it has also been 

an opportunity for Afifah to improve our current provision, to meet the ever-changing needs of 

our schools. I can say with some degree of confidence that our online teaching during the 

lockdown and our preparations for reopening Afifah School went over and beyond what the 

regulations required. 

Despite many financial obstacles, we have invested in staff, resources and on the building to 

make it a fun, engaging and COVID secure learning environment. Students have lost out on 

education, social interaction, personal development and major life events (leaving key stages of 

education in a structured manner, undertaking GCSE and SATS examinations, doing Work 

Experience etc.). We will do our level best to recover this, where we can. We have already settled 

in to a “new” normality. 

I would like to thank the whole Afifah School community (My SMT, Trustees, Students, Staff, 

Parents and our well-wishers) for their effort, commitment, support and patience over the last 

nine months. Please continue to make supplications that Afifah School remains in Allah’s 

protection and makes further progress, Ameen. 

In’Sha’Allah, I hope you enjoy this double-edition newsletter, which provides a recap of what 

was happening at Afifah during the last two terms. 

  

Abdul Huy Malek LLB (Hons) 

Principal 

  

 

 

  

 

   

Anti-Bullying week 

A Year 4 student (RV) created a ‘House of Friendship’ during 

Anti Bullying week. Masha’Allah, she was awarded the 

“Head Teachers’ award” and also won the competition! 

COVID ‘GO FUND ME’ 

During the initial national lockdown, Afifah created a 

‘GoFundMe’ page to generate donations for the school. 

The target set was £25,000. Alhamdulillah, we managed 

to raise £17,800 (£10,000 of which, was donated by one 

family). Masha’Allah.  May Allah swt reward those who 

donated so generously, Ameen! 

Summer Exams 

As no GCSE exams took place, we provided estimated grades to exam 

bodies based on a robust validation process. 85% of Year 11 students 

achieved 5 or more good GCSE grades. 62% achieved Grade 5 or above for 

English and Maths. Masha’Allah, these results were better than our 3-year 

average. 

Internal assessments took place for those who would have sat their 

SATS/Phonics exams in the summer. The results were in line with the 

national average. 



 

  

Year 11 Leavers’ Party for Class of 2020! 

On Friday 10th July, Afifah school bid farewell to 

our Year 11 students whilst celebrating their 

fond memories. Afifah School wishes them all 

the best for the future! 

  

Summer term at Afifah 

Supporting our neighbours  

During the lockdown period, leaflets were distributed 

to our local residents offering our support. 

Alhamdulillah, we were able to assist EVERY request.  

  

Ramadhan Awareness 

During the month of Ramadhan, little packages containing 

dates and fruits were distributed to our neighbours. A brief 

summary of what this blessed month means to Muslims 

throughout the world was also provided. We received a 

letter of appreciation from an elderly neighbour. 

  



 

   

Best wishes to our staff       

members who left during   

summer term: 

Rasheda Bhaimohamed (Pre School) 

Kuani Hersei (Pre School) 

Hamida Alghannin (HS TA) 

Umamah (Maternity leave) 

Hani Warsame (Yr 3 Teacher) 

  

Welcome to our new staff members joining us 

from September 2020: 

Sana Javed (Yr 4) 

Tayba Ahmed (Yr 3) 

The following staff members are returning: 

Farah Hafezji (HS IS) 

Saima Hanif (Rec) 

  

  

  

Preparing for Reopening  

Facemasks, hand sanitisers and dispensers were purchased for the new 

academic year. The whole school was deep-cleaned and fumigated. Signs and 

posters were placed around the school and in every classroom. The daily 

timetable and starting and ending times were amended. 

  

Online Learning 

During the March – July lockdown, Afifah School continued 

online teaching and learning virtually via Google Classroom. 

  

Rebuilding Classrooms 

During the summer holidays, construction took place in some 

of the classrooms in order to create more space for social 

distancing during lessons from September 2020. 

  

Outdoor Area 

The outdoor area connected to the Reception class has been 

improved by installing a roof and artificial grass. This was 

part of our long term strategy to ensure that our students 

have continuity of provision between outdoor and indoor 

activities.  

IT Upgrade 

The IT room furniture 

and computers were 

upgraded. Used 

computers were 

reconditioned and sold 

to parents.   



  

  

Fee Reduction 

Our Trustees took a courageous decision to reduce the full term’s 

fees by 67%. They took into account the huge financial pressure 

may parents would be facing due to the uncertainty caused by the 

pandemic. The government’s generous ‘Coronavirus Job Retention 

Scheme’ allowed the trustees to make this decision. This ensured 

that no parent would have to consider taking their child out of 

Afifah School, due to not being able to pay the full fees. May Allah 

swt give the trustees the ultimate reward for this. Ameen! 

  

Muslim Covid 19 Burial Conference  

Although Afifah School closed on Friday 20th March 2020 due to the initial national lockdown, we 

were still contributing to the local Muslim community’s fight against COVID-19. 

On Sunday 22nd March 2020, we allowed Manchester Muslim Burial Trust to hold a very 

important meeting at our premises. This consisted of numerous representatives from masaajids 

and funeral directors throughout Manchester. There were approximately 40 attendees at this 

socially distanced event. The conclusion of this event was that a unified strategy was agreed as 

to how to deal with Muslim deaths due to COVID-19.  

  

Staff Wellbeing 

Gift hampers were delivered for those staff who 

were tested positive and suffered from COVID-19. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn term at Afifah 

Anti-Bullying week 

During the week beginning 9th November, Afifah School took part in 

‘Anti Bullying’ week. Primary school students created and submitted 

their posters. Discussions also took place amongst high school and 

primary school regarding Anti Bullying. 

 

Back to school – September 2020 

Afifah School began the new academic year with a               

phased return from 3rd and 4th September.  

  

World Mental Health week 

During the week beginning 5th October, Afifah School took part in 

‘World Mental Health’ week and discussed this during tarbiyah and 

form time. We watched videos and took part in discussions to raise 

awareness around our school. 

  

World Food day/National Baking week 

During the week beginning 12th October, our students took part in ‘World 

Food Day/National Baking’ week. Due to COVID restrictions, we asked the 

students to cook or bake at home and send pictures to our Events’ 

Coordinator (Mrs S Chowdhury). She then picked the top 3 students for the 

competition.  

  

‘Welcome Days’ for Yr 1 & Yr 7 Parents/Guardians 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we hosted virtual 

welcome days for Year 1s and Year 7s’ 

parents/guardians. They had an online one-to-one 

meeting with the class teacher to discuss how the 

transition has been and the progress overall so far. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Displays 

During the autumn term, Afifah School took the 

challenge of working around the school and 

displaying creative boards around the school.  

  

Inset Days 

Afifah staff members attended Inset trainings in early 

September and late October. The former consisted of 

the Head Teacher leading on ‘Safeguarding’ changes 

and re-opening in a COVID secure environment. The 

latter consisted of reflecting on gratitude and what we 

are grateful for, which was delivered by the Deputy 

Head Teacher. This was followed by departmental 

briefings and sharing good practise amongst peers. 

  

Open Week 

During the week beginning 30th November, Afifah 

hosted their open week. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

potential students and parents/guardians had to make 

an appointment to visit the school and were assisted 

around the school. Applicants also took their entrance 

test exam. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarbiyah 

This year, our Tarbiyah lesson has been a little bit different… 

High School students now remain in their classrooms and the 

teachers deliver the tarbiyah session every Friday morning. 

The topics have been altered to cater for current affairs and 

raise awareness about certain issues. 

  

GCSE Mock Exams 

During the week beginning 7th December, GCSE Mock 

exams took place for Year 11 students. 

  

Best wishes to our staff       

members who left during   

Autumn term: 

Zaineb Alghaban                             

(HS Maths teacher) 

Sannah Yousaf – maternity leave    

(EYFS Teacher)  

Firdous Chaudhry – maternity leave     

(HS RE teacher)  

  

Welcome to our new staff members who joined 

us during Autumn term: 

Amina Kaziz (KS3 Maths Teacher) 

Qurat-Ul-Ain Sheikh (KS4 Maths Teacher)  

Ayesha Ayaz (EYFS Teacher) 

Zainab Rehman (PS TA) 

Zulekha Nagdee (Practitioner) 

  

The following staff members also returned: 

Randa Benali (SENCo) 

Sultana Chowdhury (KS4 Arts) 

 

English Week 

During the week 

beginning 14th December, 

English week took place 

across Primary and High 

School. 

  



  
How our new students feel about Afifah; 

School 

Year 7 student – Khadija K 

Year 7 student – Shayma M 

Year 7 student – Aneesa A 



 

  

Year 5 student - Zainab A 

Year 3 student – Muaad A 

Year 5 student - Zinnira M 

“BACK TO SCHOOL” 



   
English Week 2020 

Year 5’s work! 



Afifah School 

Return to School Handbook for Parents/Students  

 

Specific Aims:  

To ensure safest possible practice for children and parents. 

To reduce risk to all children and parents on the school site.  

To reduce direct contact between children wherever practically possible  

To ensure government guidance is followed correctly in the context of our school site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document should be read with Government guidance on the return of children to school. This 

can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-

coronavirusoutbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools  

This guidance will be kept under constant review by Afifah School. Any significant changes or 

updates will be communicated to parents directly through the usual manner. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirusoutbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirusoutbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


ATTENDANCE 

The government has reminded us that it is a ‘parents’ duty to secure that their child attends 

regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil at school, and they are of compulsory school 

age’. Up to this point in time, the government have allowed families to decide if they would like their 

child to return to school. 

As of Wednesday 2nd September, this choice has been removed and your child will be expected into 

school unless they are ill or isolating due being in close contact with someone who has Covid 19.  

The school will resume its attendance procedures: we will expect parents to inform us by email/ 

telephone if your child is ill and will not be attending school. The school will investigate any 

unexplained absences and a Fixed Penalty Notice may be given for extended unauthorised absences. 

 

MAINTAINING A SAFE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT  

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the preventative measures 

the school has put in place in order to minimise the spread of infection.  

The following actions for infection control remain in place:  

• Staggered drop off and collection points and times. 

• Encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing for at least 20 seconds 

with warm water and soap in the following circumstances: - arrive at school - return from breaks - if 

they change rooms including before and after PE - before and after eating. 

• Ensuring pupils and staff understand that they must cover their mouth and nose with a tissue 

before they cough or sneeze, then throw the tissue away. 

• Ensuring frequently touched objects and surfaces are cleaned and disinfected more regularly than 

usual. 

• Isolating any unwell people in a separate room, and providing a separate bathroom. 

• Following the government guidelines on prevention and engaging with the NHS test and trace 

process. 

As an important part of our school community, I would ask that you continue to encourage good 

hygiene and respiratory practices, such as thorough handwashing, at home and keep your child 

informed about the things they can do to discourage the spread of infection. 

 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

There will be no whole school assemblies or daily Salah taking place during Autumn term. We will 

contact parents in October to detail our plans for parent teacher meetings.  

 

 

 



EDUCATIONAL EVENTS 

Trips will not be organised for at least the first half term of the new 

academic year. This will be under constant review. We will update you with 

any changes. We will also be discouraging non-essential visitors in school 

during this time.  

 

PARENTAL QUERIES  

We strongly advise emailing the school office or telephoning where possible. This 

will reduce the footfall in our school office and thus keep our office staff safe. 

 

 

BREAK TIME AND LUNCHTIME 

The government has recognised social distancing at break and lunchtimes 

will not be practical. Children will only take break and lunch with their 

‘bubble’ so as to reduce risk as much as possible. We will encourage social 

distancing as much as possible but not so as to cause upset to children in an 

environment of fun and enjoyment. Children will have the choice of bringing 

their own packed lunch or will be able to order a packed lunch which will be delivered to them, 

meaning there is no need for children to gather in the school hall at lunch. Lunch will be eaten in 

their classrooms. 

 

ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE TIMES 

Afifah School have set different arrival and departure times according to the year groups.  

It is important to respect social distancing at all times. Please arrive only between these times and 

head straight to your child’s usual pick up point to collect. We will dismiss them as soon as possible 

and please respect staff’s social distancing too. We do not want parents to have to wait. If you have 

any information you need to pass on, please contact the office or inform the class teacher. If 

children are regularly collected late we will follow our regular school policy of inviting the parents for 

a meeting with the SMT. Parents and other adults will not be allowed into the main school buildings 

unless essential.  

The designated time for Arrival: 

Year 1 and 2 8.30am Year 7-9 8.40am 

Year 3 ad 4 8.35am Year 10 and 11 8.40am 

Year 5 and 6 8.45am 

 

The designated time for Departure: 

Year 1 and 2 2.40pm Year 7-9 3.15pm 

Year 3 ad 4 2.50pm Year 10 and 11 3.15pm 

Year 5 and 6 3:00pm 



IMPACT OF RETURNING 

• We all recognise that returning to school will be a wonderful relief for a number of people. The 

sign that ‘normal life’ may be gradually emerging is exciting for everyone. We hope that the impact 

of reopening to all children will be a positive one in most cases.  

• As a school are hoping to spend some set time each day, during the first weeks, to 

concentrate on well-being and PSHE. This will focus on reintegrating the children 

successfully back into school while supporting their mental health and well-being. 

• Behaviour choices compromising the revised safety processes will be dealt with 

according to the schools’ behaviour policy. 

 

CURRICULUM 

• The curriculum on return to school will be as broad and balanced as 

ever. Children will access each and every subject as they would have 

previously.  

• Planning is underway to ensure that over a sustained period of time, 

children will have covered the objectives that they may have missed since 

March. This is our core priority for 2020/2021.  

• Over the course of the next year we will focus on regularly and accurately assessing where children 

are in each subject and report this to you in detail. We will endeavour to go beyond our regular 

reporting processes to ensure you understand any impact as a result of time away from school and 

how we are addressing those issues.  

• Afifah School will continue to provide an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects. The 

government has set out clear expectations on what schools are expected to teach when pupils 

return in September and our curriculum is in line with these. There will be changes to some subjects; 

such as PE – to ensure they can be delivered as safely as possible. 

• We will also make plans for the provision of remote education where needed, to ensure that the 

small number of children and young people that need to be educated at home, for example, due to 

self-isolation, are given the support they need to continue learning; however, parents must be 

aware that the pressures on staff in school will mean responses to queries over work may take some 

time to respond to. 

 

FACE COVERINGS 

If your child has been wearing a face covering before arriving at school, it is important 

that they understand how to remove it. We recommend the use of disposable face 

coverings for ease of use. 

On arrival at school, students may remove their face covering. If it is a reusable face covering it must 

be placed into a plastic bag and stored in their school bag. Students will then sanitise their hands 

upon entry to their first classroom.  

Sanitising stations will be placed at the entry point to each classroom in the school. 



UNIFORM 

Students will be expected to return to school in full uniform from September.  

In line with recommendations from Public Health England, students should wash their uniform when 

they get home from school each day. We strongly recommend the washing of shirt and 

trousers/abaya. Therefore, please ensure your child has two sets. 

We will continue to review our uniform policy in the autumn term to ensure our advice remains up 

to date, practical and workable. We thank you in advance for your support and understanding. 

 

We will be allowing students to wear face coverings in school if they choose to. These need to be 

plain, or with a simple pattern. Face coverings containing logos, images or text will not be permitted.  
 

BEHAVIOUR 

Our first priority is making sure students feel safe and supported in lessons 

after the lockdown; and that they can settle back into learning quickly. 

We are therefore asking students to ‘behave brilliantly’ around school and in 

class to ensure a settled, smooth start back to school. This is imperative and will help 

the transition between being at home and back in school and allow for health and safety measure to 

be supported by the teacher. 

Our classroom expectations for all students are: 

▪ Listen and do not talk when others are. 

▪ Follow all instructions. 

▪ Complete work set. 

▪ Be polite and respectful. 

▪ Be ready to learn. 

We expect students to behave in a sensible and respectful manner when moving around the school. 

All students will adhere to the one-way system (above) and will, wherever possible, walk in a socially 

distanced manner from each other. During break times, students must remain in their designated 

areas. At all times students will maintain a 2m social distancing from staff. 

UNWELL CHILDREN  

Children with symptoms of COVID-19 (high temperature, new continuous cough, loss or 

change to sense of smell or taste) MUST NOT COME TO SCHOOL. 

If your child becomes unwell, we will call you and ask you to pick them up straight away. 

We will also send home their sibling. If your child has symptoms, you must get them 

tested and inform the school if the test is positive to ensure we keep everyone safe. 


