
Afifah School 

NEWSLETTER 
Assalamu Alaykum Respected Parents/Guardians,  

 

Welcome to our first issue of this academic year. I am taking this   

opportunity to share with parents and friends the different  activities 

and achievements that have taken place this term. 

 

We share a common aim to help our children achieve their very best, 

in terms of spirituality, academic achievement and character         

development. This can only happen if there is a strong partnership 

approach between parents and the school. Please maintain contact 

with your child’s Form Tutor and Class Teachers, so that appropriate    

support can be provided.  

 

Our former GCSE/SATS students celebrated their results with joy. A 

huge well done to all the students as they collectively performed 

well. Some students sat early GCSEs and achieved good results. 

These results reflect the hard work and determination of the          

students, their parents and their teachers, so congratulations and 

well done to all.  

 

We continue to work hard at every point to ensure that the children 

are well prepared for the next stage of their education academically, 

socially and emotionally. We look forward to continuing to face the 

challenge of enabling children to achieve highly whilst also      

providing them with a broad and balanced curriculum in which they 

are able to develop other key skills and their creativity. 

 

We recently had our Ofsted inspection under the new Inspection 

Framework. I am pleased to inform you that we managed to retain a 

‘Good’ rating. I would also like to express my gratitude to all of the 

staff who worked so hard and proved themselves to be a  brilliant 

team! Our students also demonstrated our Islamic ethos in action on 

a daily basis. As a school, we rely on your support and we will be    

encouraging you to continue to get involved in supporting your 

child’s learning this year.  

 

Afifah is expanding. Over the summer holidays, two new classrooms 

were built to meet the needs of extra students. 

 

Together we can make 2019-20 another high achieving and brilliant 

year, In’Sha’Allah. I hope you enjoy this terms’ newsletter. 

 

Abdul Huy Malek LLB (Hons) 

Principal 
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Ofsted Inspection 

Between the 5th to 7th November 2019, Afifah School was inspected 
by Ofsted.  

We were one of the first faith schools in the North West to be            
inspecting under the more challenging new Inspection Framework. 

Alhamdulillah, we maintained our ‘Good’ rating. 

English Week 

During the week beginning 16th December,           

English Week took place across the school. 

The week consisted of a Spelling Bee           

competition, Young Writers’ competition, 

‘Reading a Book’ day and plays were directed 

and performed by the high school students. 

‘Healthy Eating Scheme’ 

On 27th September 2019, we held a 
Coffee Morning session for parents to 
raise awareness regarding improving          

students’ wellbeing and benefiting their 
learning journey. We have also            

implemented a ‘Healthy Eating Scheme’. 

Best attendance this         

Autumn term: 

Primary School:  

Year 4—96% 

High School: 

House of Maryam—97% 

Best wishes to our staff members 

leaving this term: 

Nadia Rafiq (Pre School Practitioner) 

Fatima Patel (PS Quran Teacher) 

Randa Benali (SENCo) 
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Anti Bullying week 

We celebrated Anti Bullying week during 18th—22nd 
November 2019. 

The students at Afifah took part in several   activities 
involving ways to promote Anti Bullying in a school. 
We had assemblies taking place during the week. 

Afifah Open Week 

During Monday 5th November to Friday 9th  November, Afifah School had an Open week for 
potential students and their parents. This followed up with entrance tests for English and 

Maths. Alhamdulilah, we had many prospective students showing an interest in joining us. 

This term’s events... 

Welcome to our new staff members this term: 

Jyoti Khan—IS KS3/KS4 Teacher 

Zaineb Hafejee—Administrator 

Farzana Mokhtar—Lunchtime Supervisor 

Fazila Kholwadia—Lunchtime Supervisor 

Farhana Bhatia—Lunchtime Supervisor 

Jessica Zohra Hameed—Lunchtime Supervisor 

Saida Bhana—Auxiliary Support 

Rasheda Bhaimohamed—EYFS Practitioner 

Kuani Hersi—EYFS Practitioner 

Ruhma Khatun— PS Quran Teacher  

Ambreena Shahzad — EYFS Practitioner 

Odd Socks Day 

High School and Primary School took part in Odd Socks Day during 

Anti Bullying Week. This promotes the message that every person 

is different and should be able to express themselves.   
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This term’s achievements... 

Charity Week  

Afifah School took part in the National Charity week from 

11th—15th November. 

We had a week worth of food sales along with a               

non-uniform day and raised  £1,729.63 for Islamic Relief. 

Masha’Allah Tabarak’Allah. May Allah swt reward them all! 

Trip to St. Alphonsus Primary 

Primary Students of Afifah paid a visit to our neighbouring school,     

St Alphonsus, on Friday 30th November and showcased their talent 

by performing nasheeds. 

“We were greeted with care and 

we also spoke to their Prefects and 

Head Girl/Boy.” - Maha (Yr 6) 

“Everyone listened to us so        

carefully when we performed and 

we left with a huge smile on our 

faces.” - Oumayma (Yr 6) 
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This term’s achievements... 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Afifah School took part in the annual 

book fair fundraising. In’Sha'Allah this 

will initiate a love for reading amongst 

our students . 

Election Week 

During the week beginning 9th December, the High School took part in the Mock Election.  

Each house group represented a specific political party, prepared for their manifesto and     

certain students made speeches. This experience boosted their self –confidence and gave 

them an opportunity to illustrate their public speaking skills. 

Shura Council 

Afifah School elected their Shura Council members  

for this year. They will be liaising with the School 

Council members to ensure that the Islamic ethos of 

Afifah is embedded throughout the school. 

House of Maryam            

Labour 

House of Fatima   

Conservatives 

House of Asiya      

Lib Democrates 

House of Khadija 

Green Party 
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Year 7 transition to High School 

“It has been very good, as         

I thought I would not make 

friends as I’m quite shy but      

I have a lot of friends now! 

Below are some comments 

Year 4 Art work 

“During this term in Art, we created some extraordinary art work. We 

used a mood board to present our favourite things. We also made a 

collage using 2D shapes and  drew realistic animals.” - Zinnira (Yr 4) 

Alhamdulilah, it’s 

been great so far.    

My favourite thing so     

far was the trip to 

Skipton Castle.” 

“I was very nervous 

when I started but 

now I am very           

confident about my 

studies and friends.” 
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“The transition has been 

nerve wrecking so far but the 

staff at Afifah are helping us 

prepare for the exams and 

our future.” 

Year 11 transition to GCSEs 

“It’s been an eye opening journey but I’m glad the 

school has pushed me through and helped me face 

my fears, especially regarding exams.” 

“Preparing for the GCSE’s in Year 10 and now currently    

taking my mock exams in Year 11 has taught me how to 

be independent and confident. I am now focusing on my      

exams and I thank Afifah for helping me develop my         

existing skills  to help achieve the best outcome.” 

GCSE and SATS Presentation Evening 

On Friday 29th November, Afifah School 

invited the former students from      

2018-2019 to acknowledge their 

achievements for SATs and GCSEs. 

Masha’Allah well done and All the best! 
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Trips this term... 

Reception trip to Legoland  

This trip was linked with their EYFS curriculum as construction is a vital part of it. It helped the     

children enhance their gross motor skills. This trip also allowed the children to use their imagination 

and creativity to build their own story tales using Lego. 

Year 7 Trip to Skipton Castle 

“Our trip to Skipton Castle was very interesting. We learnt about the strenuous effort made to build 

these castles securely and make them sturdy.” - Hoora (Yr 7) 

Year 11 trip to Whitworth Art Gallery 

“In the art gallery, we explored around different types of art and styles of artists which has 

helped us to be inspired with our own art work.” - Maryam (Yr 11) 
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Year 7 trip to John Rylands’ Library  

“I really liked how we used the tools that people used in the 1800s to create books.” - Asma (Yr 7) 

“The trip was really fun. We all had a magnificent time and I even saw Syriac books written in Arabic 

which was great.”  - Feryal (Yr 7) 

Trips this term... 

Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 trip to the Science Museum 

We had the chance to explore and experiment with sound, 

materials and create a tornado. We also visited space school 

and circuit city and learnt some very interesting facts. 

Year 1 and 2 trip to Jodrell Bank 

“My favourite part about this trip was learning about planets such 

as Mercury and Venus.                                                                          

We also made rockets which was fun.” - Yusuf (Yr 1) 
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Reminder for parents... 

HOMETIME ARRANGEMENT:  

Pre School and Primary School 

At 3pm, Primary School and Pre School students wait  behind the 

school gates until their parents arrive to collect them. Your child’s 

safety is paramount; please let us know if someone else is collecting 

your child. Kindly collect your child on time to avoid causing them 

any unnecessary distress. If you are late, it causes staff to be late. 

Please  telephone us immediately if you are going to be late collecting 

and we will inform your child and arrange to supervise them until 

you arrive. 

*Please note that we cannot supervise children beyond 3.30pm. 

Under no circumstances should the children run out into the road to 

meet you.  

APPOINTMENTS: 

If your child has a medical/dental          

appointment, please remember they must 

come to school first  if at all possible. 

Kindly try to arrange any appointments 

out of school hours. Pupils do not need to 

be absent from school all day for an       

appointment which may only take half an 

hour. 

TRAFFIC /PICKING DROPPING OFF: 

It is vital to consider other road users, pedestrians and 
the safety of our students when driving and parking 
around the school. Cross Street should not to be used 
for student drop off/pick up. Please park your car and 
then   collect or drop off your child. 

Parents are also reminded that speeding or dangerous 
driving/parking put children at severe risk. We have 
had a polite request from local residents for parents to 
not block driveways or use their private property as 
turning spaces. 
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ATTENDANCE: 

Our attendance rate for the academic year 2018/2019 was 

93.4% . Overall, this was a slight improvement on our       

historic attendance rate. However, to ensure we continue to 

improve, please remember in order for pupils to access the 

best possible opportunities in  relation to their education and 

life long learning, they must attend school regularly. 

FUNDRAISING 

Afifah School are still fundraising for the extra classrooms that 
were built during the summer holidays. Alhamdulillah, we have 
raised £50,000 so far. We still have not reached our target of 
£60,000 and would appreciate any contribution from parents and 
guardians towards this worthy cause. 

To donate: 

Natwest Bank 

Account Number: 21055955 

Sort code: 01-01-97 

FEES: 

Please can you ensure the fees are paid on time as the admin 
staff spend a disproportionate amount of time chasing parents 
to pay the fees.  

Jazaka’Allah Khairan to those who have paid their fees already 
and are always on time. 

Reminder for parents... 

LUNCH: 

Kindly ensure that you provide nutritional and 
healthy lunches to your children on a daily basis, if 
you provide packed lunches. If ordering from school, 
parents need to complete the half termly school      
dinners’ form which are distributed to the parents at 
the end of each half term. 



Things to look forward to; 

 Parents Day for Primary and High School will be held in January 2020. 

 Subject weeks during Spring term; 

         -  Maths Week— week beginning 3rd February 2020. 

         - Science Week—week beginning 9th March 2020. 

 GCSE Preparation afternoon— A workshop and presentation for        

parents/carers of Year 11 students — February 2020. 

 SATs Preparation afternoon— A workshop and presentation for          

parents/carers of Year 6 students — February 2020. 

 Open Week for parents of prospective new students — March 2020. 

 Coffee Morning for parents/guardians —  March 2020. 

 Term and holiday dates are always available on the school website.  

 Spring half term holidays will begin from 14th February 2020. 

 Spring end of term holidays will begin from 2nd April 2020. 

We would like to wish everyone a 

very relaxing holiday! 

Thank you for your support in our shared task of educating the students of 

Afifah School. We look forward to meeting the challenges for the rest of the 

year with a lot of Baraqah in learning.  

Please do not hesitate to contact school if you wish to discuss anything.  

 

Email: admin@afifahschool.co.uk      Phone no: 0161 872 1516     Mr A H Malek - Principal  

*Please remember that the school closes at 3pm on Friday 20th December 2019. 
*Students return to school at 8:30am on Tuesday 7th January 2020. 

http://www.nursteed.wilts.sch.uk/term-dates/



